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A � exible new English course

Real Life brings English to life and makes learning English
enjoyable and achievable through practical tasks and 
evocative topics. Real Life gives students English to talk
about issues that are important in their lives. 

• Real contexts to practise everyday functional language
• Real language and opportunities to share ideas with classmates

about goals, dreams and global issues 
• Real strategies for speaking and writing and exam preparation 
• A course that:

– highlights key language through Grammar2know, Words2know
and Phrases2know

– incorporates technology to re� ect a digital world
– gives teachers perfect � exibility with additional activities in the

Mini Workbook at the back of the Students’ Book

Components:
Students’ Book
Workbook with Skills Multi-ROM
Real Time DVD
Class Audio CD
Teacher’s Handbook
Test Book with Audio CD

Real Life Digital:
Active Teach – a complete teaching package:
• Interactive Whiteboard software with all the student’s material 

including: Students’ Book, Class Audio, DVD and interactive activities
• Skills Multi-ROM
• Teacher’s Resources 
• Test Master

Companion Website: www.pearsonlongman.com/reallife
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Penguin Active Reading provides reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully 
illustrated Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, 
each book provides a range of integrated activities designed 
to develop reading skills and consolidate vocabulary, and 
offers personalised project work. Each book is supported 
by an interactive CD-ROM which contains additional 
activities and the complete audio recording.

Level 4
1700 headwords
Intermediate

Easystarts 200 headwords 

Level 1 300 headwords Beginner 

Level 2 600 headwords Elementary 

Level 3 1200 headwords Pre-intermediate 

Level 4 1700 headwords Intermediate 

Number of words (excluding activities): 23,203

Series Editors: Jocelyn Potter and Andy Hopkins

For correlations to English Language Teaching exams,  
please visit www.penguinreaders.com

Cover photograph © Corbis / Gianni Dagli Orti.

Leonardo da Vinci
Georgia Clarke

British English
Original

Leonardo da Vinci is known world-wide as the painter  
of the Mona Lisa, for designs for flying machines and  
for his studies of the human body. He brought his 
scientific and artistic abilities together so successfully  
that he is as famous now, five hundred years after his 
death, as in his lifetime.
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B1-B2

General skills
Reading

Predicting

• Before you read a text, always try to predict 
what it is about.

• Look at the text and decide what type of text it 
is: a newspaper article, a diary, a story, etc. 

• Read the title of the text and look carefully at 
any photos, pictures or diagrams. 

• Decide the topic of the text and what you 
know about it. 

Reading for specifi c information (Scanning)

• Make sure you understand what kind of 
speci� c information you are looking for: 
numbers, dates, titles, key words, etc. 

• Don’t read every word. Move your eyes quickly 
down the text.

• Stop at any information you think is useful.
• Check if this is the information you need.

Reading for gist (Skimming) 

When you want to get the main idea of the text:
• Read the title of the text and look carefully at 

the pictures, photos or diagrams. Try to predict 
what the text is about.

• Read the fi rst paragraph.
• Read the fi rst sentence of all the other 

paragraphs – the � rst sentence usually 
summarises the main idea of the paragraph.

• Read the last paragraph – it often summarises 
the main idea of the text.

Guessing meaning from context

• When you fi nd a word that you don’t know in 
the text, don’t panic – often you don’t need to 
understand it to understand the whole text!

• If it is important to understand the word, 
underline other words in the sentence that go 
with the unknown word. Decide if the unknown 
word is a verb, noun, adjective, etc.

• Read the sentence(s) before and after and look 
for more information about the unknown word.  

General skills
Listening

Predicting 
• Think about what you are going to listen to: 

a dialogue, a radio programme, news/weather 
report, etc. This should help you predict what 
you will hear.

• Look at the photos, pictures or diagrams to 
predict the topic of the recording. What do you 
know about this topic? 

• How many people are going to speak and what 
are they going to speak about? 

• Why are you listening? Do you need to 
understand everything or do you only need 
some information?

Listening for specifi c information 

• Use predicting strategies (above) to guess what 
you will hear. 

• What do you have to do with the information:  
complete sentences/a table, answer questions, etc?

• What kind of information do you need: a number, 
a date, a place name, a verb, a noun, etc?

• Listen and try to complete the missing information. 

Listening for general understanding

• Use predicting strategies (above) to guess what 
you will hear. 

• Try to understand what the listening text is 
generally about. Don’t worry about the details. 

• Make notes about what the speakers say about 
the topics in the listening text.

• Often the main points of the listening text are 
repeated or paraphrased.
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